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New Search Tool for Trans por ta tion
In for ma tion a Huge Suc cess
Trans por ta tion Li brar ies Cat a log Now Con tains In for ma tion From 20 Trans por ta tion Li brar ies in U.S.

A new li brary cat a log, TL CAT (Trans por -
ta tion Li brar ies Cat a log), was cre ated ear -
lier this year in WorldCat, the world’s most 
com pre hen sive da ta base of bib lio graphic
in for ma tion, from cat a log re cords and
hold ings in for ma tion. Orig i nally, 15 trans -
por ta tion li brar ies con trib uted to the in for -
ma tion con tained in TL CAT. In ad di tion
to reg u lar trans por ta tion lit er a ture, these li -
brar ies also hold spe cial col lec tions that
fea ture rare and of ten unique items. These
items are now in cluded in the search able
da ta base. More li brar ies have joined in to
con trib ute cat a log in for ma tion. TL CAT
has be come an ex tremely use ful search
tool and is in creas ingly used by trans por ta -
tion pro fes sion als.

Nelda Bravo, head of the Na tional
Trans por ta tion Li brary, was the pi o neer in
cre at ing TL CAT for the trans por ta tion
com mu nity. She told The Ur ban Trans -
por ta tion Mon i tor that the Na tional Trans -
por ta tion Li brary is un der writ ing costs for
the cat a log, in clud ing mak ing it avail able
free to all us ers. She added that the num ber
of par tic i pat ing li brar ies has grown to 20.
She is con fi dent that other li brar ies will
join, how ever, they have run out of funds
to spon sor any more ad di tions. Ms. Bravo
ex plained that TL CAT is a great tool for
re search ers, es pe cially those with out ac -
cess to pro fes sional ref er ence li brary ser -
vices. Trans por ta tion agency staff in re -
mote lo ca tions or the pri vate sec tor who
are with out accesss to uni ver sity or State

DOT li brary fa cil i ties will now be able to
find ci ta tions to jour nals, re ports, vid eos,
and es pe cially copy righted ma te ri als not
found on the Web, and take them to their
state or public libraries and ask for
interlibrary loans. 

 Cal i for nia Gov er nor Signs Law Al low ing
Hy brid Ve hi cles on State HOV Lanes
Safe guards In cluded to Pre vent Con ges tion in HOV Lanes

Hy brid ve hi cle own ers in Cal i for nia re -
ceived wel come news in late Sep tem ber
when Cal i  for  n ia  Gov.  Ar  nold
Schwarzenegger signed leg is la tion al low -
ing sin gle-oc cu pant gas-elec tric hy brid
au to mo biles onto the state’s 1,100 miles of  
high oc cu pancy ve hi cle (HOV) lanes. Ex -
ist ing laws in Cal i for nia per mit the pref er -
en tial use of HOV lanes and toll bridges to
super ul tra-low emis sion ve hi cles that

meet the fed eral low-emis sion stan dard
and dis play a dis tinc tive de cal is sued by
the De part ment of Mo tor Ve hi cles.  The
new law broad ens the in clu sion to ve hi cles
that meet Cal i for nia’s ul tra-low emis sion
ve hi cle and fed eral emis sion stan dards, or
a hy brid ve hi cle or an al ter na tive fuel ve hi -
cle that meets Cal i for nia’s ad vanced tech -
nol ogy par tial zero-emis sion ve hi cle
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Us ers of the cat a log can limit searches
to a spe cific group of trans por ta tion li brar -
ies, they can ex pand their searches to a
larger group of trans por ta tion li brar ies, or
they can seamlessly ex pand their searches

Gas-electric hybrid vehicles will be allowed on California HOV lanes pending federal
approval. (Photo: Courtesy of the California Department of Transportation)
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also spec i fied the meth ods to be used in im -
ple ment ing the con tract. The court found
that al though the con tract did not re quire
the con trac tor to use any par tic u lar method
for the re moval and re place ment of dam -
aged sec tions of the high way, UDOT did
spec ify the method (i.e., the traf fic con trol
plan) for pro tect ing the mo tor ing pub lic
dur ing the pro ject. Thus, un der the “re -
tained con trol” doc trine, UDOT could be
held li a ble for in ju ries caused by the traf fic
con trol plan if it was de ter mined that UDOT 
ac tively par tic i pated in that as pect of the
pro ject. The ap pel late court ruled that the
de gree of UDOT’s par tic i pa tion in the com -
ple tion of the pro ject was a fac tual ques tion
that could not be re solved on sum mary
judg ment and thus re manded this is sue back 
to the trial court for de lib er a tions.

Third, the plain tiff main tained that
UDOT’s claim that it was pro tected from
li a bil ity un der the Gov ern men tal Im mu -
nity Act ei ther un der the dis cre tion ary
func tion or neg li gent in spec tion ex cep -
tions was in valid. Un der the first ex cep -
tion, UDOT’s de fense would be valid if it
were es tab lished that the agency’s de ci sion 
to use traf fic bar rels in stead of con crete
bar ri ers was a dis cre tion ary de ci sion. In
pre vi ous case law, the Utah Su preme Court 
has de fined dis cre tion ary func tion as be ing 
those de ci sions oc cur ring at the ba sic pol -
icy-mak ing level and re quir ing eval u a tion
of  broad pol icy fac  tors ,  and
nondiscretionary de ci sions as those tak ing
place at the operational level that concern
routine, everyday matters. 

In this case, the court found that the de -
ci sion to use bar rels rather than con crete
bar ri ers fell un der the nondiscretionary
cat e gory for sev eral rea sons: (1) The de ci -
sion was part of a par tic u lar road main te -
nance pro ject rather than be ing nec es sar ily
in volved with a ba sic gov ern men tal pro -
gram, such as pre serv ing the state trans por -
ta tion sys tem. (2)  The de ci sion to use bar -
rels was not es sen tial to the ac com plish -
ment of a pol icy or pro gram. Chang ing the
traf fic con trol plan to use con crete bar ri ers
would not change the course of a pol icy,
pro gram, or ob jec tive; it would sim ply
change a de tail of the pro ject. (3) The de ci -
sion to use bar rels was based pri mar ily, if
not wholly, on eco nomic con sid er ations,
rather than pol icy eval u a tion and ex per -
tise. The re gional of fice di rec tor ad mit ted
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Fail ure To Use Con crete Bar ri ers Opens State DOT To Li a bil ity

he would have used the bar ri ers if the ex tra
cost did not jeop ar dize the pro ject bud get;
thus he was con strained by the pro ject bud -
get and had no au thor ity to al ter it. Fur ther,
the pro cess through which the de ci sion
was made to use bar rels in stead of bar ri ers
in volved only min i mal dis cus sions be -
tween the re gional of fice and any UDOT
or FHWA of fi cial and in volved no for mal
safety or cost-ben e fit study or re port, thus
strength en ing the ar gu ment that the de ci -
sion was an op er a tional one. Rather,
UDOT’s dis cre tion ary func tion was ex er -
cised in the agency’s initial prioritization
of projects that led to the decision to
perform the maintenance of the interstate.

The court also ruled that the “neg li gent
in spec tion” ex cep tion did not ap ply in this
case ei ther. That rule pro vides im mu nity

for in spec tors if they over look some thing
or make a faulty judg ment in de cid ing
whether to ap prove or re ject the sub ject of
an in spec tion (usu ally pri vate prop erty).
Here, UDOT was not en gaged in a reg u la -
tory ac tiv ity. Rather, UDOT in spected the
con trac tor’s work for com pli ance with the
con tract to be per formed on prop erty
owned by UDOT. Thus, be cause UDOT
was in spect ing prop erty owned by the gov -
ern ment, the neg li gent in spec tion ex cep -
tion did not shield UDOT from any li a bil -
ity that may ex ist for fail ing to properly
monitor and inspect the contractor’s work.

For all the above rea sons, the ap pel late
court re versed the trial court’s grant of
sum mary judg ment dis miss ing UDOT
from the case, and re mand the case for fur -
ther pro ceed ings.

Con tin ued from Page 1

New Search Tool for Trans por ta tion
even fur ther, us ing the en tire WorldCat da -
ta base, to all types of li brar ies around the
world. WorldCat is co op er a tively pro -
duced and main tained by the OCLC (On -
line Com puter Li brary Cen ter).

Log i cally, trans por ta tion pro fes sion als
will use TRIS (Trans por ta tion Re search
In for ma tion Ser vices) to search for lit er a -
ture on a spe cific topic. TRIS is the world’s 
larg est and most com pre hen sive bib lio -
graphic re source on trans por ta tion in for -
ma tion. TRIS is pro duced and main tained
by the Trans por ta tion Re search Board at
the Na tional Acad emy of Sci ences. The
TRIS da ta base con tains al most half a mil -
lion re cords of ref er ences to books, tech ni -
cal re ports, con fer ence pro ceed ings, jour -
nal ar ti cles and on-go ing re search in the
field of trans por ta tion. How ever, TRIS
does not pro vide sub stan tial in for ma tion
on which spe cific li brar ies in the U.S. con -
tain the lit er a ture iden ti fied by means of a
TRIS search.  TL CAT can play a useful
role here in identifying such libraries in the 
U.S. The 15 char ter li brar ies con trib ut ing
to the TL CAT  in clude:  Il li nois DOT;
Iowa DOT; Kan sas DOT;  Los An geles
County Met ro pol i tan Trans por ta tion Au -
thor ity; Mich i gan DOT; Min ne sota DOT;
Mis souri DOT; North west ern Uni ver sity
Trans por ta tion Li brary; Ohio DOT; South

Da kota DOT; Trans por ta tion Re search
Board; Uni ver sity of Mich i gan Trans por -
ta tion Re search In sti tute; Uni ver sity of
Cal i for nia Berke ley  Trans por ta tion Li -
brary; Vir ginia Trans por ta tion Re search
Coun cil; and the Wis con sin De part ment
of Trans por ta tion

The Con nect i cut De part ment of Trans -
por ta tion, Montana De part ment of Trans -
por ta tion, Na tional Trans por ta tion Li -
brary, State Trans por ta tion Li brary of
Mas sa chu setts, and Wash ing ton State De -
part ment of Trans por ta tion have also
agreed to par tic i pate in the cat a log and will 
be con trib ut ing re cords soon.  There are
plans to ex pand TL CAT to other li brar ies
in the United States and worldwide.

Founded in 1967, OCLC is a non profit,
mem ber ship, com puter li brary ser vice and 
re search or ga ni za tion. 

The Trans por ta tion Li brar ies Cat a log
can be viewed through a link on the Na -
tional Trans por ta tion Li brar ies Web site at 
http://ntl.bts.gov/. 

For more in for ma tion, con tact Nelda E. 
Bravo, Head of the Na tional Trans por ta -
tion Li brary, tel. (202) 366-2480, e-mail:
nelda.bravo@bts.gov.


